Economics 472 – Development Economics – Spring 2009
California State University Channel Islands 

Dr. Claudio Paiva 
Lectures: Tu & Th 1:30 pm – 2:45 pm at Bell Tower 1568      Final Exam: May 12 (Tuesday), 1 pm –  3 pm
Office Hours: Tu 4:30 pm – 5:30 pm; Th 12:00 - 1:00 pm; and by appointment
Office Location: Sage Hall 2039    Phone: (805) 437 2684     E-mail: claudio.paiva@csuci.edu

Course Description
Economic underdevelopment and its causes from historical, institutional and structural perspectives. Theories and patterns of growth and development, and the role of government, trade, education. Regional focus may vary by semester. Textbook: Todaro & Smith (2009): Economic Development (10th Ed)
Course Learning Objectives

Students who successfully complete this course will be able to: identify those aspects of classical economic theory that are less applicable in the context of a developing economy; describe the types of social, historical, cultural and institutional factors that may lead to chronic underdevelopment; apply economic reasoning in the analysis of problems that characterize developing economies, such as poverty, economic inequality and population growth; describe the effects of incomplete markets, especially labor and credit markets, on economic growth and economic development; explain the role of international trade in economic development.
My Approach to Teaching

The textbook provides the foundation for the course. However, my lectures and assignments will also make extensive use of “case studies” based on current and past economic, political, and social events as reported or discussed in reputable media.  We may discuss these reports in class, and they may also provide background to homework and exam questions. My main goal will be to give you the basic tools to understand, analyze, and form a critical opinion about the main economic issues of our time. In many instances we will also be discussing the links between economics, policies, politics, and social issues.

What should you do to succeed in this course?

Come to Class: Attendance is expected. Lecture will be your best source of information and analysis for this course. Missing class means missing valuable discussion of the course content as well as information regarding assignments.

Read the Book: The textbook is an extremely valuable source of information. My lectures will favor in-depth discussion of the main topics rather than presenting everything contained in the book. Hence, as a complement to the lectures, you are expected to read the entire chapter if we cover it in the course. I will specifically inform you of any exceptions (i.e., skipped chapters or sections within a given chapter)
Read or watch (real) news: The course will be very much related to current events and economic issues. Being aware of what is going on in the developing world, relating these developments to the course subject, and hopefully raising questions in your mind shall be important components of your learning experience. 

Do the Work: I will provide regular assignments to help you develop and assess your knowledge.  I believe in challenging assignments and exams, but I do not believe in surprises. You will be given many chances to test your understanding of the material, in the classroom and outside. Make use of my office hours and additional appointments available. 

Grades
MID-TERM EXAM = 20%     FINAL EXAM = 30%


HOMEWORK = 5%
TERM PAPER = 30%              PAPER PRESENTATION = 10%         
CLASS PARTICIPATION = 5%    
The final course grade is based on the ratio of the weighted sum of all points earned to the weighted sum of all points possible. I expect the average class score to earn a grade of B- or C+. Let me emphasize that I want you to learn and do well in the course, and I will be glad to provide you with extra help if needed: please don't hesitate to drop by during office hours or to make an appointment with me for another time. 

Exams 

The exams in this course are designed to challenge your ability to apply the concepts of development and analyze real world problems. Hence, memorizing concepts and definitions will not get you very far. Many questions may require you to read about an economic issue or a country experience, explain the economic reasoning behind it, identify problems and suggest solutions using the concepts discussed in the course. 
Term paper and class presentation: “adopt a country”
Working in pairs, at the beginning of the course you will “adopt” a developing country of your choice. I expect you to read about this country throughout the semester and to provide periodic updates to the class about economic conditions and other important developments. Your paper and class presentation will be based on the country you adopt and shall be developed in 4 main stages:

1. Paper - Introduction: describe the main economic, social, and political characteristics of the country you adopt. Include economic aspects such as size and distribution of GDP, the most dynamic economic sectors, the main export and import products, the country’s inflation record, income distribution, etc. From a political perspective, include information such as the system of government, when the country became independent, whether it is a stable democracy, how often elections occur, etc. From a social perspective, indicate the main characteristics of the population, education attainment, life expectancy, population growth rate, quality of life indicators (access to clean water, sewage, and health services), etc. Notice this list is indicative, and one of your tasks is to identify the important information to be included for your specific country so as to help the reader understand the rest of your report. This part should be about two or three pages long. It is due February 10 and will count for 5% of your grade.
2. Paper - The main issue: discuss an important economic or development issue in your adopted country. This can be an ongoing or a historical issue. You may come to me for suggestions or to discuss preliminary ideas. Your main goal will be to discuss how the country has been addressing the issue you have chosen or how the country dealt with that the issue in the past. Discuss the implications for the economy and for the standard of living of the population. This part should be about three pages long. It is due March 31 and will count for 10% of your grade. 
3. Paper - Comparative Analysis and Conclusion: discuss other developing countries’ experiences regarding the issue you selected in part 2. Compare the evolution, the causes, or the implications of this issue in other developing countries. What strategies and policies have been followed in other countries to address the issue? How do these strategies compare with the strategy followed in your adopted country? What seems to work best? This part should be about three pages long. It is due April 23 and will count for 10% of your final grade. On this date you should turn in the entire paper (all three parts). You have the chance to incorporate any comments and suggestions I may have provided on the first two parts of the paper. The final product and how well the three parts are connected together will count for an additional 5% of your final grade. 
4. Class Presentation: prepare a 20 min presentation based on your paper and any feedback you may have obtained. Be prepared to answer questions from me and your classmates. The presentations will take place on May 5 and 7 and will count for 10% of your final grade. 
I will grade your paper and evaluate your presentation looking for a through application of the analytical tools covered in the course as well as critical and original thinking. I view this paper and the class presentation as very important components of your learning experience. I will therefore be glad to discuss your ideas and provide comments on earlier drafts of your paper. 
Homework

Short homework assignments will be given after each major block of material. The assignments may include some direct, straightforward questions about the material in the textbook as well as applied or analytical questions based on various country experiences. Some questions shall be related to your “adopted” country as described in the previous section. 
Class participation

I expect students to participate in class discussions. Participation may include answering questions, raising relevant questions, and making connections between the lecture/textbook material and country experiences. Reading the textbook ahead of class, reviewing lecture material, and following international developments should facilitate your participation in class. You will also be asked to share information about developments in your adopted country and explore potential connections to the class subject.

Academic Honesty

1. Academic dishonesty includes such things as cheating, inventing false information or citations, plagiarism and helping someone else commit an act of academic dishonesty. It usually involves an attempt by a student to show possession of a level of knowledge or skill that he/she does not possess.

2. Course instructors have the initial responsibility for detecting and dealing with academic dishonesty. Instructors who believe that an act of academic dishonesty has occurred are obligated to discuss the matter with the student(s) involved. Instructors should possess reasonable evidence of academic dishonesty. However, if circumstances prevent consultation with student(s), instructors may take whatever action (subject to student appeal) they deem appropriate.

3. Instructors who are convinced by the evidence that a student is guilty of academic dishonesty shall assign an appropriate academic penalty. If the instructors believe that the academic dishonesty reflects on the student's academic performance or the academic integrity in a course, the student's grade should be adversely affected. Suggested guidelines for appropriate actions are: an oral reprimand in cases where there is reasonable doubt that the student knew his/her action constituted academic dishonesty; a failing grade on the particular paper, project or examination where the act of dishonesty was unpremeditated, or where there were significant mitigating circumstances; a failing grade in the course where the dishonesty was premeditated or planned. The instructors will file incident reports with the Vice Presidents for Academic Affairs and for Student Affairs or their designees. These reports shall include a description of the alleged incident of academic dishonesty, any relevant documentation, and any recommendations for action that he/she deems appropriate.

4. The Vice President for Student Affairs shall maintain an Academic Dishonesty File of all cases of academic dishonesty with the appropriate documentation.

5. Student may appeal any actions taken on charges of academic dishonesty to the "Academic Appeals Board."

6. The Academic Appeals Board shall consist of faculty and at least one student.

7. Individuals may not participate as members of the Academic Appeals Board if they are participants in an appeal.

8. The decision of the Academic Appeals Board will be forwarded to the President of CSU Channel Islands, whose decision is final.

Disability Accommodations: 

Cal State Channel Islands is committed to equal educational opportunities for qualified students with disabilities in compliance with Section 504 of the Federal Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) of 1990. The mission of Disability Accommodation Services is to assist students with disabilities to realize their academic and personal potential. Students with physical, learning, or other disabilities are encouraged to contact the Disability Accommodation Services office at (805) 437-8510 for personal assistance and accommodations.

Notice

Information contained in this syllabus, other than that mandated by the University, may be subject to change with advance notice, as deemed appropriate by the instructor.

