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California State University Channel Islands

Management 326-04 & Biology 326-04, Scientific and Professional Ethics, (3) Spring 2012
Professor:  
Dr. Christopher Roos

Office:   
Sage Hall Room 2016
Office Hours:
9:45-10:45am on class days
Phone:  
(818) 519-0106
Class Hours:    Fridays 11am – 1:50pm

CSUCI email:
Christopher.Roos@csuci.edu
Class Room:
Bell Tower 1424

Preferred:
Chris@dallynint.com

Class Dates:    Jan. 27 - May 18, 2012

Sections:
Mgt. 1429 and Biol. 1433




TEXTS

Vincent Ryan Ruggiero, Thinking Critically About Ethical Issues, Copyright 2004, Seventh Edition, McGraw-Hill.
Jon M. Huntsman, Winners Never Cheat.  Even in Difficult Times. New and Expanded Edition, with Foreword by Glenn Beck.  Kindle edition 2008.  Various Copyright editions for hard copy, gold covered.  
Selected articles or information to be downloaded from University Blackboard web page.

COURSE DESCRIPTION AND OUTLINE

Any prerequisites for this course must be met and are the student’s responsibility.  This course provides discussions of ethical issues and societal challenges derived from scientific research and professional activities.  This class further examines the sources, fundamental principles, and applications of ethical behavior; the relationship between personal ethics and social responsibility of organizations and the stakeholder management concept.  We will analyze ethical principles of different types of science/technology, and other business and professional groups.  Topics also include integrity of scientific research and literature and responsibilities of organizations to society, ethical practices in professional fields, ethical dilemmas in using animal or human subjects in experimentation, gene manipulation, genetic engineering, affirmative action and ethical issues of applying biotechnology in agricultural fields.  Relative to class projects, students will conduct research to explore ethical issues.  This class consists of two hour and fifty minute lectures and discussions.

INSTRUCTIONAL METHOD AND LEARNING OBJECTIVES

The course will consist of classroom lectures, discussions and group exercises.  Active student participation will be expected of each student.  Upon completion of this class students should be able to describe major elements of ethical theory, analyze ethical theory and practices relating to but not limited to ethical behavior, personal ethics, social responsibility, ethical practices in the professional and business fields, ethical dilemmas, genetic sciences, and a full array of societal, political and industry ethical concerns .  Students should be able to conduct research and write a 7-10 page paper and also give effective oral presentations regarding ethical topics.  This course is fast moving and assumes the student will maintain assigned reading so as to allow in depth class discussions.  Absolutely no recording devices permitted.  Students must be present to submit homework—no internet submission unless approved.  Please turn off and put away all cell phones, texting and pagers while in class.  This includes vibrate mode.  If there is an emergency situation in which you need to have contact available, it is imperative to advise the professor of same at the beginning of the respective class session.  Computers may be used for not taking, but any student found using computers for emails, internet, tweeting, facebook or any other non-class related information will be asked to leave and will lose the privilege of bringing that devise to future classes.
GRADING, EXAMINATIONS, QUIZZES AND PROJECTS  

There are two exams in the class, one mid-term and a final.  Examinations may consist of true/false, multiple-choice and essay questions.   Students will be expected to demonstrate understanding of the substantive content, analysis, arguments and distinctions presented in the readings by choosing the correct answer.  The exams cover the texts, handouts and lectures and may require outside research.  The professor does not teach to the test.  Therefore, students should not expect to be fully prepared for tests merely by reviewing class notes.  Instead, lectures, activities and discussions will focus on concepts from reading and otherwise to assist students with critical thinking and analysis procedures that students may apply to portions of the assigned readings not specifically addressed in class.  
Students should perform the weekly reading and assignments prior to the class session depicted on the syllabus.  There will be 5 different unannounced quizzes consisting of 4 questions each taken directly from the reading assignment(s) for that class.
Students will be assigned a class project involving an ethical issue. Each student will:  

(1) individually research this assignment, (2) write a paper with a body of 7-10 double spaced typed pages (not including cover page), (3) orally discuss their topic in class including presenting their position (pro or con).  All projects will include a standardized cover page, be numbered beginning with the body of the text and under NO circumstances shall any of this assignment be copied from another source.  This presentation will be developed in your own words incorporating appropriate ethical and moral elements.
PROJECT ASSIGNMENT:  Class projects are as scheduled.  In order to allow the class to benefit from a variety of topics, perspectives, and experiences, the projects and related discussions will be a large part of your learning in this course.  You are to pick an intriguing subject and email the professor for approval by week two of class a brief explanation of your intended topic including what specifics you believe you intend on exploring.  If you do not hear back from the professor within 24 hours, you should not assume you’ve been approved or that your email has been received.  Some suggested ideas for consideration might include ethical issues relative to: the law; politics; religion; human resources; during crisis; the military; discipline; the environment; business; publicly traded companies; non profits;  medicine; insurance; ethical dilemmas in using animal or human subjects in experimentation, gene manipulation, genetic engineering; affirmative action and ethical issues of applying biotechnology in agricultural fields; athletics; ethics and taxes; real estate ethics; etc.  Please refer to section IV page 154 in the Ruggiero text for some possible ideas.  
Extensive research (above and beyond simply utilizing the Huntsman and Ruggiero texts) should be conducted in order to prepare your project.  
PAPER PORTION:  will be graded on the following elements and may not be returned.  It is to be turned in the class session during which you do your presentation. Late papers will receive a 5% penalty each day they are late and will not be accepted after being one week late.

1. The purpose of this assignment is to make a connection between conceptual and/or theoretical material and real situations.  You should introduce specific concepts, principles, theories, conceptual frameworks, or ideas and apply them to issues of professional or personal ethics raised in your project.
2. You should CLEARLY STATE YOUR POSITION!  Provide your position and an analysis of the major issue(s) surrounding the topic.  Apply concepts and discussions from class and from outside research and incorporate them into your topic, developing a position you can support.  What is it that you will prove?  
3. MAKE SPECIFIC RECOMMENDATIONS or points that will better support or address your project topic in the future (for instance, one approach is to assess the case as though it were carried on the headlines of a major newspaper).

4. The project will also be graded on basic elements of good style that includes grammar, spelling, double spacing, numbering pages, etc.  Fancy folders or binders are NOT necessary. The project shall consist of a title page and the body of the text (Not to exceed 10 pages of text).  Refer to the Appendix on page 192 of our text for writing guidance.
CLASS PRESENTATION PORTION:  should be as follows.
 Before speaking introduce yourself and give a phrase or single sentence that clearly summarizes your position relative to your topic.

 Each person will have ten to fifteen minutes to speak uninterrupted before opening up for questions.  Ten minutes is the minimum and fifteen minutes is the maximum length of time you can speak or use to present your information, therefore, plan your presentation carefully.  I strongly suggest that you rehearse this presentation many times with others.  YOU MAY LOSE ONE GRADE FOR EVERY 30 SECONDS THAT YOU FINISH TOO EARLY OR LATE.  STUDENTS SHOULD NOT MERELY READ THEIR REPORTS.  NOTES OR PRESENTATION MATERIALS MAY BE USED, BUT SHOULD NOT BE ENTIRELY RELIED UPON AND YOU SHOULD NOT JUST READ YOUR PROJECT.
 Prepare yourself to speak extemporaneously.  Remember that good speakers make considerable eye contact with their audience.  Speak clearly and loudly enough so that the person furthest away can hear you.  This is a course on ethics.  During your presentation make as many relevant references to ethics and morals as practical.
 Be creative with your delivery and project.  For instance, use handouts, exercises and/or class interaction as deemed appropriate within your 15 minutes to elicit interest and interaction from your classmates.  

 I expect each student to present a lively convincing delivery, focused on the central issue(s) dealing with the ethical issue assigned.  Provide a presentation BASED ON PRINCIPLES AND YOUR RESEARCH.  YOUR PRESENTATION MUST ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTION:  “WHAT MESSAGE AM I TRYING TO CONVEY?”  
 After the formal 10-15 minute portions of the presentations, there will be an informal question-and-answer session with the class in which everyone is invited to ask questions or express their views with the presenter acting as the facilitator. If the professor finds that your presentation is stemming good discussion, you may be expected to continue your facilitation.  
Course Grades:  Final grades will be determined by cumulative achievement on the following items.  

Midterm 





40 points


Class Participation




40 points

Unannounced Quizzes (5 worth 4 points each)

20 points

Class Project (Presentation and Paper, 25 points each)
50 points


Final Exam





50 points



TOTAL Possible



200 points
While course grades may be affected somewhat by a class curve, the following scale should serve as an approximate guide with plus/minus included based on the continuum:   







180-200 points
 
A





160-179 points

B





140-159 points

C




120-139 points

D





zero – 119 points
F

You must bring your photo student identification card or your driver’s license and a scantron answer sheet to each examination.  You will not be given an exam if you fail to present this identification, absolutely no exceptions.

No provision is made for the make-up of exams; I feel it is not fair to the students who take them when scheduled.  However, I may allow a make-up if a student can demonstrate that attendance was impossible.  This must be properly documented and prior approval is required.    In no case will a student be allowed to take more than one make-up per course.  It should be mentioned that the only available date to take an approved make-up is during one of the last three meetings of the class.  This date must be pre-approved by the instructor.

YOU MUST TAKE YOUR FINAL EXAM AT THE DATE AND TIME DESIGNATED FOR THIS CLASS!  ABSOLUTELY NO EXCEPTIONS, PLEASE DO NOT EVEN ASK.

Academic Dishonesty.  The Business Program requires that students engaging in academic dishonesty receive a grade of F.  In addition, Department policy requires that all individuals engaging in academic dishonesty be reported to the Vice President, Student Affairs.

Academic dishonesty takes place whenever a student attempts to take credit for work that is not his/her own or violates test-taking rules.  Examples of academic dishonesty during test taking include; looking at the work of other students, passing answers among student(s) or using unauthorized notes.  When students sitting next to each other have identical answers, or have made the same mistakes, this is an indication of academic dishonesty.  Examples of academic dishonesty on out-of-class projects include submitting the work of others or quoting directly from published material without referencing the source.  If you have any questions about the proper use of outside sources, consult with your professor.

Class Attendance:  Since we meet only once a week, student attendance and participation at each class meeting is essential to your success.  Attendance will be taken at both the beginning and end of each class.  If you cannot attend a full class session, you will lose class participation credit for that class as well as any respective points possibly awarded for unannounced quizzes.   
Class Participation:  The grade for class participation is based on the subjective assessment by the instructor.  Components of this grade are attendance (including regular attendance to class, being on time and staying the entire class session) and the entire range of behaviors, including involvement in class discussions and questions of others projects, all of which affect and contribute to class sessions.  This does not mean that any one person should be talking all of the time or simply throwing out ideas or questions that do not serve a beneficial purpose.  I am seeking QUALITY based, thoughtful contributions such as taking someone else’s idea to the next level.  Or students may submit written questions via email to professor prior to a scheduled class discussion.  The ability to understand and articulate ethical considerations is enhanced by class discussions conducted by well prepared students.  Again, other than for the attendance aspect, this portion of your grade will be subjective.  Unless otherwise approved, you must be present to submit homework assignments.   Do NOT submit homework assignments to me via the internet unless I have instructed you to do so. 
Withdrawal:  Please refer to the university’s policy on WU (Withdrawal Unauthorized).  

Add/Drop:  Students should read the Add-Drop regulations of the University.  The professor may drop any student who is absent without written notice during the add/drop period.

Blackboard:  Blackboard may be used for course announcements, grade posting, and material supplemental to the texts.  Please note, assignments are subject to change with notice.  
IMPORTANT NOTE REGARDING RESPECT:  As every individual has a different sense of ethics and morals, it is imperative that we maintain a safe and respectful environment for different viewpoints.  A lack of respect will not be tolerated and will result in the potential loss of class participation points as well as possible class dismissal.  The class should enable an environment to learn about differing viewpoints, even if one may not agree with them.   
The matrix below will serve as a primary guide to grading all written materials submitted as part of the requirements for this course including your project:

	Grade Range


	Quality of Writing
	Quality of Analysis

	A-B
	Well written from beginning to end; the ideas are well organized and there are smooth transitions throughout the report.  A pleasure to read.
	Excellent analysis and integration throughout the report.

	C-B
	Generally good, but a few grammatical and syntactical errors scattered throughout the report.
	Good analysis with good integration throughout the report.

	D-C
	Quality is inconsistent; some portions of the report are well written, others are poor.
	There is some analysis but the analysis contains inconsistencies.

	D-below
	Poorly structured, with numerous grammatical and syntactical errors throughout the report.
	Little or no analysis and flecked with inconsistent statements throughout the report.


CSUCI Disability Statement:

Cal State Channel Islands is committed to equal educational opportunities for qualified students with disabilities in compliance with Section 504 of the Federal Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) of 1990. The mission of Disability Accommodation Services is to assist students with disabilities to realize their academic and personal potential. Students with physical, learning or other disabilities are encouraged to contact the Disability Accommodation Services office at (805) 437-8510 for personal assistance and accommodations.
SCHEDULE OF TOPICS, READINGS, AND CASES

	Meeting Number
	Date
	Reading
	Topics for Class
	Notes 

	1 
	Jan. 27th

	
	Student introductions and a review of class objectives and assignments.  A discussion of the texts and an overview of ethics
	Students will be responsible for completing assignments in this column as noted.  By week 2, email professor with project topic and date for approval.

	2
	Feb. 3rd

	Huntsman 

Perspective page 207-213

Ruggierro

Chapters 

1 and 2
	Perspective From Larry King, CNN

The Need for Ethics

The Role of the Majority View  
	Be prepared to discuss end of chapter inquiries.                   

	3
	Feb. 10th

	Huntsman

Foreword,

Introduction

and Chapter 1

Roggierro

Chapters 

3 and 4
	Foreword by John Beck

Introduction:  Good Times, Bad Times

Lessons From The Sandbox

The Role of Feelings

The Role of Conscience
	PROJECTS as scheduled 
Be prepared to discuss end of chapter inquiries.                   

	4
	Feb. 17th
	NO CLASS

Huntsman
Chapters 

2 and 3
	No Formal Class.  

Check your Moral Compass

Play by the Rules


	One or more questions will be provided in which you are to respond to via email by the end of the class session.  Refer to Blackboard for further detail.

	5
	Feb. 24th
	Huntsman Chapter 4

Roggierro Chapter 5
	Setting the Example

Comparing Cultures


	PROJECTS as scheduled 
Be prepared to discuss end of chapter inquiries.                   

	6
	Mar. 2nd 
	Huntsman Chapter 6 

Roggierro

Chapter 6


	Why Cross the Line
A Foundation for Judgment


	PROJECTS as scheduled 
Be prepared to discuss end of chapter inquiries.                   

	7
	Mar. 9th 
	Huntsman Chapter 7

Roggierro Chapter 7 
	Pick Advisors Wisely

The Basic Criteria

Mid-Term Review
	PROJECTS as scheduled 
Be prepared to discuss end of chapter inquiries.                   

	8
	Mar. 16th
	
	Mid-Term Exam
	

	9
	Mar. 23rd 
	NO CLASS
	SPRING RECESS, NO INSTRUCTION
	

	10
	
	Huntsman Chapter 8

Roggierro

Chapter

8 


	Get Mad, Not Even 

Considering Obligations

Review of Mid-Term
	PROJECTS as scheduled 
Be prepared to discuss end of chapter inquiries.                   

	11
	Mar. 30th
	NO CLASS
	César Chávez Day Observed; campus closed
	 

	Meeting Number

	Date
	Reading
	Topics for Class
	Notes

	12
	April 6th 
	Huntsman Chapter 9

Roggierro

Chapter 9
	Graciousness Is Next to Godliness

Considering Moral Ideals


	PROJECTS as scheduled 
Be prepared to discuss end of chapter inquiries.                   

	13
	April 13th
	Huntsman Chapter 10

Roggierro

Chapter 10
	Your Name Is On the Door

Considering Consequences


	PROJECTS as scheduled 
Be prepared to discuss end of chapter inquiries.                   

	14
	April 20th 
	Roggierro
Chapter 11
	Determining Moral Responsibility


	PROJECTS as scheduled 
Be prepared to discuss end of chapter inquiries.                   

	15
	April 27th 
	Huntsman Chapter 11

Roggierro Chapter 12
	The Obligation to Give Back

A Perspective on History


	PROJECTS as scheduled 
Be prepared to discuss end of chapter inquiries.                   

	16
	May 4th 
	Huntsman Chapter 12
Perspectives pages 215-224
	The Bottom Line
Perspective of Neil Cavuto 

and Wayne Reaud
	

	17
	May 11th 
	
	FINAL EXAM REVIEW
	

	
	FINAL EXAM 
	
	FINAL EXAM

	CHECK DATE AND TIME 
Per University Scheduling


This syllabus is subject to change at the discretion of the instructor.

